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that It was never menaced by the enemy until July 33 1898, when
it was broken through.

On May 31st the New Orleans arrived off Santiago to report
for duty. Captain Folger brought orders from Admiral Samp-
son to sink the collier Sterling in the mouth of the harbor, but
he conveyed, verbally a message from Sampson that the details
were left to the commander of the Plying Squadron, On this
same day a telegram was brought from. Port Antonio by Mr.
Wright, in the press boat Dandy, from Mr. Long, as follows:

Unless it is unsafe for your (our) squadron, the department wishes you re-
main off Santiago de Cuba; so can not you take possession of Guaatanamo,
Cuba, occupying as coaling station? If you must leave are authorized to
sink collier in the mouth of harbor of Santiago de Cuba if you obstruct thereby.
But if not so used, and if not necessary to you, it would be very desirable to
leave her at Mole Haiti, or vicinity. You must not leave the vicinity of
Santiago de Cuba unless it is unsafe for your squadron, or unless Spanish
division, is not there.                                                                     LONG.

There can be no doubt after reading this despatch that the
matter of sinking a collier to obstruct the passage was condi-
tioned upon the Flying Squadron being forced to leave its posi-
tion off Santiago. As it was a later despatch than Sampson's, it
clearly left the matter to the discretion of the commander of
the Flying Squadron. This despatch indicates, too, that the
department was in no sense sure when the despatch was sent that
the Spanish division was in Santiago de Cuba.the entrance, for the
